
The criminal cases at hand all stem from the same arrest and activities. From the Fall of 2014 until my arrest in April 
of 2016, I was involved in the sale of marijuana, ecstasy, and LSD in and around the Grand Forks, ND area. I was 
attending college at the University of North Dakota campus from 2011 to 2015, where I fell in with the wrong crowd 
and began taking drugs. This spiraled out of control once I realized I could use the “dark web” to buy the drugs I was 
using much more cheaply than I had been able to buy them locally. Within a short amount of time, I began to supply 
drugs to two other dealers in the local area. As I supplied more and more drugs to these two dealers and my ever-
expanding circle of “friends”, I taught a few of my close associates how to use the “dark web” on my computers in 
order to make orders for themselves and their friends as well. In April of 2016, one of these dealers I was working 
with purchased some ecstasy pills from me and sold them to a confidential informant the next day. He then arranged 
a meeting with me at the UND Memorial Union later that day. Officers met me there and promptly arrested me. They 
then searched my truck and home, seizing more drugs, a handgun, and numerous computers. 
 
Once I was able to obtain legal representation only days after my arrest, I complied with all the State’s requests 
including requests for passwords to all my computers, a detailed description of how I had been obtaining and selling 
these drugs, and a list of people I had worked with. Throughout the time between my arrest and my conviction, I 
repeatedly offered my assistance to the State with providing information to bring other offenders I knew to be 
providing drugs within the local community to justice, but all offers for such assistance were rebuffed and denied. 
 
The State dismissed all charges in their first case once they realized that the computers seized from my home, which 
were used by numerous individuals to order drugs from the “dark web”, contained images believed by the officers to 
be child pornography. The State then sent all the seized computers to the state forensics laboratory to undergo a 
deeper forensic inspection. Once the computers had been analyzed, the State then pursued new charges in the 18-
2016-CR-01591 and 18-2016-CR-01596 cases in August of 2016, which included numerous charges relating to the 
identified child pornography along with charges for the drugs as well. These charges came as a surprise to counsel 
on both sides of the court, and the plea deal reached in this case exemplifies that fact. It was plainly obvious to 
everyone involved that I am not, will not be, and have not ever been a danger to children. In submitting an Alford plea 
to the two counts of Deviant Sexual Act I was convicted of pursuant to the plea agreement, I maintain my position of 
innocence in knowingly possessing these sexually exploitative materials involving children but acknowledge the fact 
that enough evidence exists to convict me of such a crime, as these computers were physically located within my 
home. 
 
It is my belief that one of the individuals using these computers to order drugs from the “dark web” had decided at 
some point to use them to view and store this material without my knowledge. During this time, I was under the 
influence of drugs every day and any orders from the “dark web” were being entirely handled by others remotely 
using computers physically located within my home; it would’ve been relatively easy for such actions to have taken 
place without my knowledge given that I was in such a state almost around the clock. 

 
On or about May 1st, 2017, I was sentenced to 364 days in jail, with 244 days suspended, and a further 3 years to be 
spent on supervised probation after my release from confinement. I completed the required sentence on house arrest 
using Electronic Home Monitoring without incident. I reported to the probation office in August or September of 2017 
and was subject to no incidents during my time on supervised probation. I was released from supervised probation 
early, at the request of the State, on July 10th, 2019. 
 
In the time since the commission of these crimes, I have grown and matured as a person significantly. I became a 
member of the local Narcotics Anonymous group shortly after my arrest and have since helped many other addicts 
find a path in life which does not include illegal drugs. I personally celebrated five years free from illegal substances 
earlier in 2021. Despite my arrest and subsequent conviction, I have remained gainfully employed in roles with 
progressively increasing responsibilities and have worked to further my education in the fields of Computer Science 
and Information Security through the obtainment of a Master’s degree in Cybersecurity. It is my sincere hope that 
these efforts have not been in vain. 


